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with opportunity. " Such a step," she says, " would
indeed gratify my affection, but it would be contrary
to the laws. Think and act as a prince, and not as
a father!" This is an utterance which, all will agree,
for its civic virtue and sound political sense, to have
been worthy of any matron of Imperial Rome.

But it is not China alone in the East, that can fur-
nish evidence to the point. In India, also, women
have held power, from time to time, as rulers and
administrators, often with memorable success. And
it is difficult to believe that a similar statement might
not be made of Muhammadanism. There is at least
one Indo-Mussalman throne, that of Bhopal, which
is generally held by a woman. Perhaps enough has
been said to emphasise the point that while the
evolution of her civic personality is at present the
characteristic fact in the position of the Western
woman, the East also has power, in virtue of her
history and experience, to contribute to the working
out of this ideal. To deny this would be as ignor-
antly unjust as to pretend that Western women had
never achieved greatness by their fidelity, tender-
ness, and other virtues of the family. The antithesis
merely implies that in each'case the mass of social
institutions is more .or less attuned to the dominant
conception,of the goal, while its fellow is present*
Tmt'.in/.a phase relatively. subordinate, or perhaps
even incipient